
Planning of a project (undertaking)
with funding, permitting or licensing

from a federal or state agency that has 
the potential to cause effects to 

archaeological resources

Government agency determines the
project’s area of potential effects (APE)

Government agency assesses needs for
identification and evaluation 

of historic properties

Prior investigation identified 
no archeological sites within APE

Phase I archeological investigation 
(identification survey) to determine 

the presence or absence of 
archeological resources within the APE

Archeological site(s) identified

Phase II archaeological investigation (evaluation)
 to determine if archaeological site is considered
significant against local, state or federal criteria

Archeological site  is not considered significant

  Phase III archeological investigation
(treatment) or other mitigation measures
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